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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Students: 

 
The school shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglass High School gives us a chance to pause and reflect upon what is 

truly important in life. Please engage in a meaningful conversation with your child and encourage him or her to be open 

and honest with you about anything that may be on their mind. This morning, I read the following statement over the 

public address system to the entire student body: 

 
Unfortunately, once again our country experienced another school shooting.   Our prayers are with the Parkland 

community as they begin to heal from this terrible tragedy. 

 
Over the past several years, Ridgewood High School has taken many steps to make the school safer and more 

secure. To name just a few improvements, all exterior doors are locked, students have school-issued ID swipe 

cards to enter the building, and, most recently, the District hired a school safety security officer. 

 
To ensure student and staff safety, we, as a school, practice drills two times per month for all types of 

emergency scenarios.  When conducting these drills, it is extremely important for students to follow the directions 

and instructions given by administrators and teachers.  Drills are to be taken very seriously so we are prepared. 

In addition, the administrators are in constant contact with local law enforcement officials who also use our facility 

for training each year. 

 
To maintain a secure environment, students are not to open the exterior doors for anybody including fellow students.  

Visitors are to use the main entrance doors where they must sign in.  If there is a stranger in the school without a 

District-issued ID or visitor’s name tag, please alert school personnel. 

 
However, the best way to prevent a tragedy is to address it before it occurs.  If you see something, say 

something.  It is the responsibility of all of us - teachers, staff, parents, and students - to speak up. If you are 

concerned about inappropriate social media postings, notify your parents, the police, or a faculty member.   

And if you know of a friend who is in need of some assistance, we have counselors, grade advisors, 

administrators, and teachers to help. 

 
RHS is a very safe, caring, and loving school.  By working together, we - teachers, parents, students, and the 

community – will continue to keep RHS the safe and nurturing place that it is. 

 
One of the school’s priorities is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all the students. To assist us, the school and 

community must work cooperatively to inspire and implement a shared vision of student success.  If you or your child 

ever have any concerns, please feel free to reach out to the school or contact the police. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Respectfully, 

 
Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D. 

Principal 
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